LIFE AT PURXEA
possible; pie dogs slink by day; plump little children trace
fingers of fate in the dust.
One day at the bungalow, a dog sneaked in and ran off with
a joint of meat. Some silver knives and forks were unaccount-
ably missing at the same time, members of the staff maintaining
that the dog was responsible; but Ethertoa, who was once an
examiner in Hindustani and knew the language intimately, soon
disabused them of this idea. Magically, in their appointed
places, the lost cutlery returned to die table; the servants, grave
as the Sphinx, declared that the dog had produced them again.
Another time a native witness was suborned in a case of
petty theft. Etherton ordered the man to take his shoes off and
stand on the verandah when answering questions. Then was
seen the wisdom of the initiated, for Etherton has a theory, the
truth of which he has often proved, that few natives can keep
their toes still if they are telling a lie. This is an idea that,
provided die secret judgment remained well-kept, might be
extended with success to police courts.
A classic story is told in the East of how a thief once stole
a house. Hearing that a newcomer had recently come to live
in a certain town house that he coveted, the thief took careful
stock of the place, both inside and out, and then went before
the magistrate declaring that the house was really his, and the
newcomer the father of lies and an interloper. He produced
various false documents, in support of his claim. The judge,
tiring of the lengthy proceedings, decided, as he thought quite
justly, to make the two claimants describe the interior of the
house in detail, so that the true owner might at once be apparent.
But the unjust thief was so much more correct and accurate in
his answers than the rightful occupant, that he obtained the
verdict.
The bungalow soon became a centre for all kinds of comings
and goings. The food problem, especially the feeding of the
aerodrome eight miles away, developed into an intricate
business; Ellison, one of the reserve pilots, was appointed
transport officer, fulfilling his duties with a cheerfulness that
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